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INSTRUCTION MANUAL 

CABLOFIL - AutoCAD Tools 
 

A Quick Three Step Installation 
 
Step 1 
Double Click on the Cablofil ACAD Tools.exe file and extract the files into the default 
C:\Cablofil folder.  The following program files should self-extract: 
 Cablofil.bmp Cablofil.mnr 
 Cablofil.dwg Cablofil.mns 
 Cablofil.lin Cablofil.shx 
 Cablofil.mnc  Cablofil.vlx 
 Cablofil.mnl  Cablofil.pdf 
 
Step 2 
Move all of the files into the AutoCAD support folder.  For example, if you use AutoCAD 
Release 2002, this is usually the C:\Program Files\AutoCAD 2002\Support folder. 
(If you know how to add folders to the AutoCAD Support File Search Path you can leave the files in the C:\Cablofil 
folder and add the C:\Cablofil folder to your AutoCAD Support File Search Path.) 
 
Step 3 
Start up AutoCAD and select ‘Customize > Menus…’ from the ‘Tools’ menu as shown below. 
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The following dialog box will appear.  Your menu groups list may differ from the one shown 
below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Type CABLOFIL.MNC in the ‘File Name:’ edit box and press the ‘Load’ button.  Press the 
‘Close’ button to exit the dialog box.  A new toolbar should appear somewhere around the 
middle of your screen as shown below.  You can drag the tool bar to your preferred location. 
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A Quick Look at Using the Cablofil ACAD Tools 
 

Pick the  button or type CABLOFIL to use the Cablofil ACAD Tools program.  The 
following dialog box will appear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All of the program features appear in this one dialog box.  The primary purpose of this program 
is to load a Cablofil Custom Linetype and set it as the current entity linetype.  To do this simply 
select the Tray Depth, then the appropriate tray in the Linetype list, followed by the Set Linetype 
and Exit button.  You may then draw lines using standard AutoCAD commands to represent 
Cablofil trays.   

If you want to draw a different size tray, simply pick the  button, make the appropriate 
selections, and press the Set Linetype and Exit button again.  It’s that simple. 
 

Don’t stop reading here though, read on for more advanced features 
in the Cablofil ACAD Tools program. 
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Advanced Features in the Cablofil ACAD Tools 
 
Layer and Color 
The following section of the dialog box allows you to control the Layer and Color for drawing 
Cablofil trays. 

 
Enter any valid AutoCAD layer name (32 characters max, all letters or numbers, no spaces): if 
the layer does not already exist, it will be created. 
 
Select the ‘square swatch’ to change the current entity color. 
 
Linetype Style 
The following section of the dialog box allows you to determine which style of Cablofil linetypes 
you prefer. 

Choose the ‘Display’ style for the most accurate on screen representation of actual Cablofil trays.  
The ‘Display’ style shows all longitudinal and transverse wires that make up the trays.  However, 
some users may find that plotting these linetypes at typical architectural scales produces poor 
quality results.  If this is true, choose the ‘Plotted’ linetype style.  They contain fewer 
longitudinal wires than actually exist in the trays. 
 
Linetype Justification 
The following section of the dialog box allows you to determine which justification of Cablofil 
linetypes you prefer. 

This option determines whether the line you draw will be on the left side, center, or right side of 
the complex linetype.  All three justifications work fine for straight lines.  However, using left or 
right side justification with arcs or curved polylines produces unexpected results.  The problem is 
that AutoCAD generates all arcs in a counter clockwise direction regardless of the order in which 
you pick the start and end points.  Use center justification for the best results when drawing arcs. 
 
Fix Tray LTScale 
 

The  button is used after the AutoCAD global LTSCALE is changed on a 
drawing that already has Cablofil linetypes drawn in it.  You will notice that all entities drawn 
with Cablofil linetypes will change when the LTSCALE is changed.  This button will correct all 
of the Cablofil linetypes so they are the actual tray widths again. 
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Restore Settings 
 

The  button can be used to restore the current layer, linetype, color, and 
current entity linetype scale settings to the way they were when the first CABLOFIL command 
was executed in the drawing session.  Use this button before drawing non-Cablofil entities to 
prevent the Cablofil settings from affecting the rest of your drawing.  
 
Toggle Ltype Styles 
 

The  button changes all existing Cablofil linetypes on the drawing to either 
‘Display Style’ or ‘Plotted Style’ (see Linetype Styles on Page 4 for explanation of these styles).  
For example, after drawing all Cablofil trays using ‘Display’ linetypes, this button might be used 
to change all linetypes to ‘Plotted’ style prior to plotting the drawing. 
 
Generate BOM 
 

The  button will calculate all Cablofil tray lengths and display the totals in a 
dialog box like the one shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The length will be shown in the same units as the current drawing units.  Entities drawn with 
Cablofil linetypes will be included in the total as long as they are not ‘blocked’ or ‘xrefed’ in the 
drawing.        --- end of manual  --- 
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